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"Monrovia: In Constellatlon

By Rebecca Banror-Addas

e might time sky, with its constellations amwd
groupings of stars visable 1o the eye, has always
fascinated humans, In Libera, like in most other
cultures, the encompassusg night sky has inspared

rituals and tales reaching bevond the angible.
“Monrovia: In Constellation™ 15 a tribnte 1o Libena, The
roughly 5 172 by
8 % foot painting
feCreates o BoCL-
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"1 yet have the
oy o wuset
Moprovia per-
son,”  savs  the
Mew York based
paLnier, Ellen
Frank “But from
ammistic  dreaming
and lengthy con-
versations  [with
schatars and artists knowledgeable about Libena] we decided
that the night sky 14 inspomg to the people of Monrovia and
througheit Labera, transcending ethmcites and belef svse
teme. "

Montesia In Consrellaon” 18 past of the seres, CITIES
OF FEACE TM honounng the history and coloare of cies

around the werld, which in recent tumes have experienced
immense conflict and suffening including Baghdad, Hiroshima,
Jepusalem, Kabul, Mew Yok and Sarajeve

The senes 15 wtended as a celebranon of the excephonal
capaciry of humans in wansforming pain inte beauty. Frank and
a number of internanonal mterms wodk with the technigue
knowen as slhuminatvon. “For centumes, socienes drverse in cul-
rore and religion have had this timebess crafi in common.”
explains Frank
“It's 3 ovnion of
words and pictures
with pant and pre-
cions metals and it
has been used for
docoments a8 var-
ied as the Koran, a
Hebrew Haggadah,
a New Testament
manuscript, Indian
romance. and med-
ical sreatises "

Palladiuen leaf,
moon  gold  and
aquarelle were used
on linen to create
“Monrovia In
Constellanon”. The
physieal landscape
af Nlonrovia,
drawn from a circa
184% map. 18 indigo blue Like the deep night. The patierns mn the
maoan geld and the palladinm lead are inspired by Libenian fab
iC5.

Vst wwweffagfiorg for exivibiion dotes and information
on the Eller Frapk lnminetion Arty Foandation, o public
Benefit organiation, whose prrpese 0 i fo build a cielfure of
peace and undersionding ihrengh art.

Slum Survivors

Beviewed by Selaiman Momodn

n the sprawling Kibera slum of Namrobi, Kewya, restdents

have to serape a hnvang outsade the formal economy for

survival ‘Shem Survivers’, 3 documentary produced by

the Inregrared Regional Informanon Merwork (TRIN,

tells the stories of six people who live in Kibera and their

remarkable conrage in the Bee of exreme poverry and misery.

The 30-mamste documentary beguns with 2 womnan in labour

who gives tarth in an unhvgiensc epvironment as she cannot

afford gomng to hospiial. The baby boy 15 destined to grow wp m

the harsh and Althy slom where Life s huge challenge, more 5o
for smgle mothers,

Ome of the female slum dwellers feamred m the
documentary supperts her famaly by doing odd jobs
such as lanndering clothes for the nich.
She sometimies retums home with
: nothing and laments that at fimes she

luaves berself and feels like commimpg socide, Amdsr the
harsh conditions and hard nmes, the slum dwellers hope one
day God will ceme down and change their sination

Kibera slum is notorions for cnme. Unemployment is very
lugh among the youths who tumn te cnme for survival some-
timyes with tragic consequences as some of them either end up
in presons of are killed. One of the vouths says he is most tinses
leannted by crmaes they comnit,

In addition o diseases such as HIV/AIDS. which claim the
Lives of dwellers, fequent fve accidents add misery to teei
lives. Although the documentary was produced long befors
Kenyans recently went to the polls to elect a new goverument,
Eibera 15 one of the areas fliat had been affected by the post-
election vialence i the Clndey. The dﬂ-tuumuul.'_\.' s dedicated
to the people of Kibera and to the memory of one of those who
leelped 2 215 making bur was shot dead 1 a random killing in
the shum sometime last June. It is esumated that worldwede
abowi 3 ballion people hive i shuns with about a milkon living
in Kibera,
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